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by Lois Olmstead

Snow and more snow 
here. My house in Clyde 
Park is 8 miles north 
of where we lived on 
the ranch and 20 miles 
from Livingston. I love 
living here and the drive into the church 
where I work is a delight, most days. This 
week it’s been a bit scary. 

That made me think of getting my car stuck 
another time. It was this time of year too in 
2019. You will enjoy “looking back” with me: 

“We have been so blessed,” I said to 
my Mom. We were coming back from 
breakfast in Clyde Park. We were both 
thinking of the cold temperatures (28 
below Sunday) and deep snow (47” drift 
at my back door). I said “I am thankful we 

have warm houses and groceries. I have 
been praying for those who don’t.”

My Mom said, “I remember one winter 
when it was 50 below at Wilsall. Us kids 
got scared because our house was making 
creaking noises.” We were glad to get to 
her house because the drifts were getting 
deep on the road between our two houses. 
I carried in her groceries, laughing, “You got 
ice cream when it’s this cold?” Then, “See 
you later, I’ll call when I get to work.”

I was thinking about being blessed and 
not thinking about my driving and got my car, 
Gracie, royally stuck! I tried reverse and drive 
and did not move an inch. There is a circle 
drive in front of my folks’ log house, always a 
great place for snow to drift and it did.

I tried to open my car door. I couldn’t. 
The snow was up to my door handle. I was 
trapped in my car 600 feet from my house! 

I kept pushing against the drift until I could 
squeeze out the door. I could not move my 
legs in the snow. “I need some help here, 
Lord,” I panted as I inched and pushed and 
squished myself between Gracie and the 
snow and got out.

As I walked down the tracks we had made 
coming in, I said, “Lois if you had been paying 
attention…” My dad and He-Who-Took-Long-
Steps taught me to “gun it when I got in 
trouble” but that I did not do. I forgot. Drats.

Mom’s Ford pickup with 4-wheel drive was 
in my garage. My house is closer to the road 
out. It was our exit strategy plan. I drove in 
our tracks close to Gracie, paying attention 
this time. Dad and He-Who would have been 
glad. I got my laptop and purse out of the car 
and drove to town—then called Ross.

Ross moved to Livingston when his 
dad and my dad went to heaven within a 
few weeks of each other. His job is with 
NAPA but his ‘calling’ is helping us on the 
ranch. Some days, like today, I wonder if 
he wonders “What was I thinking?” He  
said he’d come out after work and get me 

unstuck. I said I’d be late getting home 
because of my tax appointment at 4 pm. 

What could be a better day? Getting 
stuck and doing taxes? I parked Mom’s truck 
beside the church still feeling blessed—
really! I know some people don’t even have 
a car, let alone a ‘spare’ pickup. And I’m 
glad my brain still works to get my tax stuff 
ready to be done. 

March 12th, next month, is He-Who’s 
birthday. Today is Day 1042 since he went 
to heaven. I miss him so much. He loved 
weather stuff. His daily journals are notes 
full of wind speeds, rain, snow and river 
depths he kept. This deep snow (and “Lois 
got stuck”) would have been noted. 

He would have shook his head and 
laughed. He would have been at the tax 
office with me. And he would understand 
that you can be stuck and still feel 
blessed! Let’s read I Corinthians chapter 
13 for our Bible reading this week in 
honor of He-Who and Mom and Dad. 
Looking back in the midst of the snow! 
I am still blessed!

Local Church ServicesLocal Church ServicesLocal Church ServicesLocal Church ServicesLocal Church Services
American Lutheran Church
129 South F Street, Livingston
Pastor Melissa Johansen
Sunday worship 9 am, elevator avail.
406-222-0512 • alclivingston.org

Church of Christ
919 W Park St, Livingston
Sunday worship 10:30 am
406-222-2017 • church-of-christ.org

Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints
12 White Lane, Gardiner
David Gilbert branch President
Sunday worship 10:00 am 
406-848-7509 • lds.org

Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints
110 West Summit St., Livingston
Bishop Trevor Strupp
Sunday worship 10:00 am
406-222-3570 • lds.org

Emmaus Lutheran Church
801 East Park Street, Livingston
Reverend Daniel Merz
emmauslutheranmt@gmail.com
emmauslutheranmt.org

Expedition Church
27 Merrill Lane, Livingston
Pastor Darryl Brunson
Sunday worship 10:00 am
406-224-1774 • expeditionmt.org

First Baptist Church 
Crossing Community Church
202 East Lewis St., Livingston
Pastor Bryce Maurer
Sunday worship 10:45 am
406-222-1603 • fbclivingston.org

Gardiner Community Church
318 Main Street, Gardiner
Reverend Jeff Ballard
Sunday worship 10:15 am
406-848-4060

Gardiner Baptist Fellowship
802 Scott Street, Gardiner
Pastor Britton Gray
Sunday worship 11:00 am
406-223-4478

Grace Methodist Church
302 South 9th St., Livingston
Pastor Mari-Emilie Anderson
Call/visit website for worship times 
406-222-1041 
www.methodistsontheyellowstone.org

Holbrook United Methodist 
Church
424 Lewis Street, Livingston
Call/visit website for worship times
406-222-1041
www.methodistsontheyellowstone.org

Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses
1505 E Gallatin St., Livingston
Sunday Public talk and 
Watchtower 10:00 am
406-222-2012 • jw.org

Livingston Hope Church
226 South 3rd St., Livingston
Senior Pastor Shad Durgan 
Sunday worship 8, 9:30 and 11am
406-222-1577 • livinghope.church

Livingston Bible Church
329 North 5th St., Livingston
Pastor Monte Casebolt 
Sunday worship 10:30 am
406-222-2714 • livingstonbible.org

Livingston Christian Center
(Assemblies of God)
1400 Mount Baldy Dr., Livingston
Pastor Dave Brakke
Sunday worship 10:00 am
406-222-3144
livingstonchristiancenter.com

Livingston Church Of God
101 South O Street, Livingston
Pastor Ed Parrent
Sunday worship 10:30 am
406-220-0620

Mountain Bible Church
18 Pine Meadow Rd., Livingston
(off Pine Creek Rd and Hwy 89)
Pastor Brandon Reagor
Sunday Worship 10:00 am
406-219-7628 • mtbible.org

Mount Republic Chapel
240 US Hwy 212, Cooke City/Silver Gate
Reverend Don Taylor
Sunday worship 9:30 am
Check the website for seasonal 
worship times
406-838-2397
mtrepublicchapel.org

Mountain Springs Baptist Church
626 North 13th St., Livingston
Pastor Justin Sutherland
Sunday worship 11:00 am
406-222-1240
mountainspringsbaptist.com

Paradise Valley Community 
Church
1772 East River Rd., Livingston
Pastor Andrew Alberda
Sunday worship 10:30 am
406-333-4905
paradisevalleychurch.org

Pine Creek United Methodist 
Church
2470 East River Rd., Livingston
Pastor Mari-Emilie Anderson
Call/visit website for worship times
406-222-1041
methodistsontheyellowstone.org

Redeemer Lutheran Church
425 West Lewis St., Livingston
Sunday worship 11:00 am 
406-222-1175
www.rlclivingston.wordpress.com

The Summit Lighthouse
Contact us for worship service 
and conference times
63 Summit Way, Gardiner 
406-848-9200 
SummitLighthouse.org

Seventh-Day Adventist Church
1 Guthrie Lane, Livingston
Pastor Rene Marquez
406-222-7598
livingstonmt.adventistchurch.org 

Shields River Lutheran Church
105 Ordway St. South, Wilsall 
Sunday worship 9:00 am
406-578-2212
srlcwilsall.wordpress.com 

Shields Valley Bible Church
405 Fifth St. West • Clyde Park
Pastor Glen Helig
Sunday worship 11:00 am
406-686-4708

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
310 West Lewis St., Livingston
Reverend Kristin Orr
Sunday worship 10:30 am
406-222-0222
saintandrewsepiscopalchurch.org

St. John’s Episcopal Church
8 Story Road, Emigrant
Reverend Kristin Orr
Sunday worship 8:00 am
stjohnspv.org

St. Joseph’s Catholic Church
910 McLeod St., Big Timber
Father Garrett Nelson
Sunday worship 2:00 pm
406-932-4728

St. Margaret’s Catholic Church
206 1st Avenue North, Clyde Park
Father Garrett Nelson
Service Saturdays 4:00pm
406-222-1393
stmaryscommunity.org

St Mark’s Church Universal 
And Triumphant
130 South D St., Livingston
Sunday worship 10:15 am
406-222-2675

St. Mary’s Catholic Church
511 South F St., Livingston
Father Garrett Nelson, Pastor
Saturday 6:00 pm year-round
Holding Services since 1891.
Sunday at 10:30 am April thru Sept.
Sunday 8:00 am October to March
406-222-1393 • stmaryscommunity.org

St Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church
1116 W Geyser St., Livingston
Pastor Paul Stern
Sunday worship 10:15 am
406-222-3372 • stpaulslivingston.org 

St. William’s Catholic Church
705 West Scott St., Gardiner
Father Garrett Nelson
Sunday worship 8:00 am April-Sept
Sunday 11:00am October to March
406-222-1393 • stmaryscommunity.org

Valley Shepard Church of the 
Nazarene
Services are presently online.
Please call for instructions to 
view a service.
Reverend Christie American Horse
Livingston • 406-223-1072

Wilsall Community Church
112 Liquin Hill Rd., Wilsall
(west of Hwy 89 North; take 
Clark St to Liquin)
Pastor Stephen Fanning
Sunday worship 10:45 am
406-578-2004 • wilsallcchurch.com

United Methodist Grace 
Church
302 South 9th St., Livingston
Pastor Mari-Emilie Anderson
Sunday worship 5:00 pm
406-222-1041
www.methodistsontheyellowstone.org

Proverbs 3:6 - In all your 
ways acknowledge him, 
and he will make your 
paths straight.
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